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Programme 
 

Moderator: Mehmet Öğütçü, Chairman, The Bosphorus Energy Club  
 �

09:00-09:30  Registration and Networking 
 
Host’s remarks: Murat Mercan, Chairman, WEC Turkey National Committee 
 

  09:30-11:15  Keynote Speakers 
��
•  Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President in charge of Energy Union, “The External 

Dimensions of the European Energy Union Strategy: The Road Map” 
•  Tony Hayward, Chairman, Genel Energy plc, “What is the future for hydrocarbons 

in the next 10 years?  
•  Michael Ancram, 13th Marquess of Lothian, House of Lords, (Chairman, Global 

Strategy Forum), “UK: Brexit, Energy Security Priorities and Policy Moves”  
•  Sila Bozok and Emre Dogru, representing Bosphorus Energy Club’s Top 100 

Energy Leaders, “What Do Young Leaders in Energy Want?” 
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4 The Bosphorus Energy Club 

11:15-11:45   Coffee Break 
 

11:45-13:35  Current Global Energy Dynamics for Decision-Makers 

•  Ian MacDonald, Vice-President, Europe, Eurasia & Middle East, Chevron 
•  Mohammed Al Thani, former Minister of Trade and Economy, Qatar, 

A “golden age” for LNG in the era of resource abundance? 
•  Tatiana Mitrova, Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia University, 

“How will Russia adopt its strategies?" 
•  John Roberts, Energy Security Specialist, METhinks, ‘‘What Future for 

Gas?’’ 
•  Haydar Çolakoğlu, Chairman, Ege Gaz, “A new gas and renewables 

equation and changing investment flows” 
 

13:35-14:30   Lunch 
 

14:30-15:30 ���������Transforming Major Regions of the World Energy 
  

•  Razvan Nicolescu, former Minister of Energy, now a Senior Consultant with 
Deloitte 

•  David Merkel, Managing Director, Summit International Advisors (former 
Director, US National Security Council in the White House), “How to put the 
US-Turkish relations on a positive agenda track in the post-coup attempt and -
US elections era?” 

•  Dimiter Bachev, Harward University, “New Dynamics in Russia and 
Southeast Europe” 

•  Tolga Bilgin, CEO, Bilgin Energy, ‘‘What risks and upside for renewable 
energy in the future?’’ 

•  Julian Popov, former Minister of Environment, Bulgaria, and senior fellow, 
European Climate Foundation, Brussels, “Oil and Gas Pipelines vs. Power 
Transmission Grids: Overcapacity for Energy Infrastructure?” 

•  Mahmood Khaghani, former Director-General, National Iranian Oil 
Company, “Caspian Energy Market  in Transition: Pushing the boundaries 
towards energy as a service” 

15:30-16:00  Coffee Break 
 
16:00-16:45        New Opportunities in a Distressed World Energy 
                                Market? 
 
•  Chris Cook, former director at the International Petroleum Exchange, “Iran: 

Pipelines vs Cable?” 
•  Richard Mallinson, Energy Aspects, “China’s Belt and Road Initiative: 

What Energy Benefits Can We Expect?”  
•  Kirill Zenin, Local Partner, White & Case, “What's up in Central Asia” 
•  Ruya Bayegan, Deputy Chairman, Bayegan & Robert Alpen, Head of 

Natural Gas, Gunvor, “Opportunities and difficulties in energy trading” 
•  Sanford Henry, Special Projects, Global Resource Partnership, UK, “How 

would new trading arrangements change energy flows?”
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  16:45-17:00�������Key Messages for Business and Government Leaders 
��
19:30-22:30�     Private Dinner Discussion (Only by invitation) 

�     Venue: Shangri-La Bosphorus Hotel - Ballroom, Sinanpaşa Mah. 
       Hayrettin İskelesi Sok. No.1, Beşiktaş, Istanbul-Turkey   

� 
with Club members and special guests, featuring in an off-the-record 
discussion, hosted by PwC 
 
Questions for Discussion 
� 
•  What has changed in the world energy over the past year, what new developments are 

anticipated next year: how will they affect our members and countries in the region?  
•  The signing of  an inter-government agreement on the Turkish Stream with Russia: what 

new opportunities and challenges it might create for both countries and competing gas 
projects? 

•  What is the update on the Iraqi Kurdish, eastern Mediterranean and Iranian gas? Will 
TANAP and TAP projects proceed as expected? 

•  Turkey’s rapprochement with Russia, Iran and Israel as well as Syrian intervention: how will 
they affect the foreign policy, security, energy and investment equation?  

•  Any realistic hope for European Energy Union? In what ways, EU's energy vision 
coincides with those of  Turkey, Eurasia and Southeast Europe? 

•  Will Africa be able to unleash a new wave of  investment flows in the energy sector? 
•  China's "One Belt and One Road” initiative: what is the real scope and how the region’s 

energy infrastructure can benefit from it?   
•  How can we explain the significantly reduced investment in fossil fuels in the global energy 

system while there is a marked increase in renewable energy and technology? Do we expect 
a similar trend in Turkey? 

•  How will governments and businesses act in view of  the excessive regulatory barriers, debt 
repayment risks, political and security challenges and new technological breakthroughs?  

•  Will there be further improvements in promoting nuclear energy? 
•  Some recommendations for the government and business leaders  

Contact 
 

  Tracy Hall (London)  at t.hall@bosphorusenergyclub.org 
 

  Havva Dilmen +90 533293 30 63 (Istanbul) at havva.dilmen@tr.pwc.com  
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6 The Bosphorus Energy Club 

Mehmet Öğütçü, Chairman, 
The Bosphorus Energy Club 
 
An internationally recognized authority on geopolitics, energy diplomacy, and 
investment, Mehmet has built significant knowledge and experience� in the 
fields of  energy, natural resources, investment and geopolitical risks� with 
particular geographic focus on Europe, Turkey, Central Asia, Russia, Africa, 
the Middle East and China.� 

Based in London, Paris, and Istanbul, his professional career over the past 30 
years has included high-level government, business, and public diplomacy 
engagements.� 

Currently, Mehmet chairs Global Resources Partnership, UK, sits on the 
boards of  Genel Energy plc�and Sisecam Group, serves as Special Envoy of  
The Energy Charter for MENA Region, and as Executive Chair of  The 
Bosphorus Energy Club, an exclusive gathering of  the senior executives and 
leaders in finance, energy and politics across the world. An effective convener 
and doer, he often provides strategic advice to large international groups on 
political risk mitigation, fund-raising, business growth and M&A deals in 
emerging markets.� 

A former diplomat, having served in Ankara, Beijing, Brussels, and Paris, 
Mehmet worked as an advisor to the late Turkish Prime Minister, Turgut 
Özal,� as a senior staffer at the International Energy Agency, executing the 
Asia-Pacific and Latin America operations, and at the OECD in Paris 
managing investment programmes for MENA and Emerging Asia, Africa, and 
Central Asia (1994-2005). Until 2011, Mehmet was Director for BG Group, 
one of  the world’s largest natural gas and petroleum multinationals, managing 
high-level government engagements in support of  the company’s global assets 
and new business development. He was an� independent board member of  
Yasar Holding Group (major food and beverage conglomerate), and chairman 
of  International Advisory Board for� Invensys plc, a FTSE 100 technology 
company. 

Mehmet is a graduate of  Turkey’s “Mulkiye”, London School of  Economics 
(MSc) and College d’Europe (MA), Bruges. He is an occasional lecturer at 
London School of  Economics’ Enterprise Executive Programme, Harvard 
University, Dundee University, University of  Reading and Peking University’s 
School of  Government since 2005.�He writes and lectures extensively around 
the world on political dispute settlement, energy investment and geopolitical 
matters. Mehmet is fluent in Turkish, English, French and Chinese mandarin 
(conversational). 

Moderator 
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Nihat Zeybekçi, Minister of 
Economy, Turkey 
Nihat was born in Denizli, Tavas in 1961  

He graduated from Marmara University, Faculty of  Economics and 
Administrative Sciences, Department of  Business. He completed Master 
Degree at stanbul University, the Department of  International Relations.  

He has been the Minister of  Economy since 26 December 2013. Between 
October 2013 and December 2013 he was the Chairman of  the Committee of  
Industry, Trade, Energy, Natural Resources, Information and Technology. 
2009-2012 he was Chairman of  Union of  Turkish World Municipalities also 
between 2005 and 2012 he was Deputy Chairman of  Turkish Association of  
Municipalities 

Mayor of  Denizli and Chairman of  Turkish Committee of  European Council 
Congress of  Local Authorities.  

He founded Turkuaz Textiles Co. in 1994. (H.E. Zeybekci was the Spokesman 
of  Denizli Platform and a member of  Denizli Chamber of  Industry. He was 
the Chairman of  Denizli Textile and Garment Exporters’ Association for two 
terms) 

Berat Albayrak, Minister of Energy 
and Natural Resources, (and Honorary 
Chair, The Bosphorus Energy Club) 
Berat Albayrak was the Chief  Executive Officer of  Çalık Holding A.S., 
2007-2014. He began his professional life in 1996 and has performed several key 
duties at Çalık’s domestic and international subsidiaries since 1999, including 
serving as a country director, Vice-President of  Financial Affairs, and a board 
member of  several Çalık Group companies. 

Dr. Albayrak graGduated from the Istanbul University School of  Business 
Administration, and holds a Financial Management MBA degree from the Lubin 
School of  Business, Pace University in the United States. He earned his Ph.D. 
degree in finance and banking with a doctorate thesis on financing renewable 
energy resources. 

Keynote Speakers 
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Murat Mercan, Chairman, WEC 
Turkey National Committee 
 
Murat is a founding member and deputy chairman of  the Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) of  Turkey. Born in 1959, he attended 
Bosphorus University in Istanbul and graduated with Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in industrial engineering. He then went on to receive a 
PhD from the University of  Florida, USA in 1992. Following his studies, 
Mr. Mercan became an assistant professor at Cleveland State University, 
USA, and an associate professor at Bilkent University, Turkey, where he 
lectured as part of  the Faculty of  Business Administration. A parliamentary 
deputy from Eskisehir, Mr. Mercan has served as Chairman of  the Turkish 
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of  the Council of  Europe 
(PACE) and the European Interparliamentary Defence and Security 
Assembly (IESDA), and as Vice-president of  the Parliamentary Assembly 
of  the Council of  Europe. From 2007 until 2011, Mr. Mercan was 
Chairman of  the Committee for Foreign Affairs of  the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. He has also served as Deputy Minister of  Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Maros Sefcovic, Vice-President in 
charge of Energy Union 
 
Maros (born in 1966) is a Slovak career diplomat and since 1 November 
2014 Vice President for Energy Union of  the European Commission. In 
this capacity he leads the Commission’s Energy Union Project Team which 
comprises 14 commissioners. 

From 2010–2014 he was Vice President of  the European Commission in 
charge of  Inter-Institutional Relations and Administration. From 2009 to 
2010, he was European Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture, 
and Youth. From 2004 to 2009, he was the Permanent Representative of  
the Slovak Republic to the European Union. A diplomat by profession, he 
served from 1992 to 2004 in Zimbabwe and Canada and as Ambassador to 
Israel. 

He graduated from the University of  Economy in Bratislava and the 
Moscow State Institute for Foreign Relations. He holds a Doctor of  Law 
degree and a PhD in European law from the Comenius University Faculty 
of  Law, Bratislava. He also studied at Stanford University in the USA. 
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Alexey Miller, Deputy Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Chairman of the 
Management Committee, Gazprom 
Alexey is the Deputy Chairman of  the Gazprom Board of  Directors and 
Chairman of  the Gazprom Management Committee. Prior to his work with 
Gazprom, Alexey served as Deputy Energy Minister of  the Russian Federation. 

His additional experience includes a term as Director General of  Baltiyskaya 
Truboprovodnaya Sistema (Baltic Pipeline System) and serving as Director for 
Development and Investments for the Sea Port of  St. Petersburg. Alexey has also 
worked with the St. Petersburg Mayor’s Office as Head of  the Markets 
Monitoring Division of  the Foreign Economic Relations Directorate of  the 
External Relations Committee, as Head of  the Foreign Economic Relations 
Directorate, and as Deputy Chairman of  the External Relations Committee. 

Alexey graduated from Voznesensky Leningrad Finance and Economics Institute 
and holds a PhD in economics. His early career includes times spent as an 
engineer-economist at the general planning division of  Leningrad Civil 
Construction Research and Design Institute, as a Junior researcher at the 
Leningrad Finance and Economics Institute, and as Section Head of  the 
Economic Reform Committee of  the Executive Committee of  the Leningrad 
City Council. 

Tony Hayward, Chairman, Genel 
Energy plc. 
Tony studied geology at Aston University in Birmingham and completed a PhD at 
Edinburgh University. He holds honorary doctorates from the University of  
Edinburgh, Aston University, the University of  Birmingham, and Aberdeen’s 
Robert Gordon University. 

Tony was Group Chief  Executive of  BP from 2007 to 2010, having joined BP in 
1982 as a rig geologist in the North Sea. Following a series of  technical and 
commercial roles in Europe, Asia, and South America, he returned to London in 
1997 as a member of  the Upstream Executive Committee. He became Group 
Treasurer in 2000 and Chief  Executive for BP’s upstream activities and a member 
of  the Main Board of  BP in 2003. 

In June 2011 Tony founded Vallares plc, a $2.2bn acquisition company listed on the 
London Stock Exchange. He became Chief  Executive of  Genel Energy plc in 
November 2011 following the merger of  Vallares plc and Genel Energy 
International, the largest oil producer in the Kurdistan Region of  Iraq. In August 
2015 Tony was appointed Chairman of  Genel Energy. 

Tony is Chairman of  Glencore, a partner in AEA Investors, and Chairman of  
CompactGTL. He is a Fellow of  the Royal Society of  Edinburgh, a visiting 
professor in the School of  GeoSciences at the University of  Edinburgh, a member 
of  the International Advisory Board of  Birmingham University, and chairs the 
Aston University Development Board. In addition, he is a member of  the British 
Museum Chairman’s Advisory Board and a member of  the Development Advisory 
Board of  the Royal Academy of  Engineering. 
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Michael Ancram, 13th Marquess of 
Lothian, House of Lords, (Chairman, 
Global Strategy Forum) 
 
Michael is a Scottish QC, having practised largely at the criminal bar between 
1970 and 1979. He was first elected to Parliament in 1974. He served for three 
years on the first Energy Select Committee, and for one year on the Public 
Accounts Committee. 

Michael’s ministerial career includes four years as the Scottish Office Minister 
For Housing, Local Government, the Environment, and Law and Order, and 
four years as the political minister in Northern Ireland responsible for the initial 
political engagements with the IRA and the beginnings of  the peace process 
which led eventually to the Good Friday Agreement. Subsequently, Michael 
served as Chairman of  the Conservative Party for three years. He then became 
Shadow Foreign Secretary, and Deputy Leader of  both the Conservative Party 
and the HM Opposition. For the last four years he has been the Chairman of  
Le Cercle, an International Affairs Forum.  

He has authored numerous pamphlets including Farewell to Drift, A New Foreign 
Policy for a Network World. Michael Lothian has degrees from Oxford and 
Edinburgh Universities. 

John R. Bass, US Ambassador, 
Turkey 
 
John Bass was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on September 17, 2014 as the U.S. 
Ambassador to Turkey. 

A career Senior Foreign Service officer, he served as Executive Secretary from 
2012 to 2014, and U.S. Ambassador to Georgia from 2009 to 2012. He began 
his diplomatic career in 1988 and has also served in positions in U.S. missions in 
Iraq, Italy, Belgium and Chad. 

In Washington, Ambassador Bass’s assignments have included service on Vice 
President’s Cheney’s staff, as Chief  of  Staff  and advisor to Deputy Secretary of  
State Strobe Talbott, as Director of  the State Department’s Operations Center 
and in several assignments focused on European security issues. He has 
received numerous State Department performance awards. 

The son of  a public servant and a U.S. Air Force officer, Bass was born and 
raised in upstate New York. Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Bass worked 
as a newspaper editor and as a political campaign consultant. A graduate of  
Syracuse University, he speaks Italian and French.. 
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Sıla Bozok, representing Bosphorus 
Energy Club’s Top 100 Energy Leaders 
 
Sila is a part of  the Young Leaders in Energy (YLE) Programme of  the 
Bosphorus Energy Club, since its foundation. She currently works as a 
Business Analyst at Shell Turkey. Sila is also the First Prize Winner of  the 23rd 
World Energy Congress’ (WEC) Paper Competition. She holds a BA in 
International Relations from Galatasaray University, where she ranked second. 
She won the Jean Monnet Scholarship received her MSc in International 
Political Economy from London School of  Economics. She had previous 
experiences at EnerjiSA, UNDP, the Assembly of  European Regions, and the 
Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEIK). She is native in Turkish, fluent in 
English and French. 

 

E m r e D o g r u , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Bosphorus Energy Club’s Top 100 
Energy Leaders 
 
Emre Do ru is managing partner at StratejiCo., a strategic advisory firm based 
in Istanbul, Turkey. Mr. Do ru previously� worked in several international 
organizations and multinational companies specializing in research & analysis, 
political advisory, energy security and� strategic� forecasting, and served as� the 
U.S. Representative of  TUSIAD (Turkish Industry & Business Association) in 
2012. He� was� as an intern at NATO and United Nations Development 
Programme.�Mr. Do ru is a graduate of  Ankara University, Faculty of  Political 
Science and� currently� PhD candidate at Koc University, where his research 
focuses on nonmarket strategies of  corporations, business-government 
relations and energy & defense sectors. 
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Ian R. MacDonald, Vice President, 
Europe, Eurasia & Middle East, Chevron 
 
Based in London, Ian is responsible for business development, new ventures, 
and transportation strategy for Europe, Eurasia, and the Middle East. In 
addition to advancing new opportunities, Ian directly manages new business in 
Eastern Europe and the Kurdistan region of  Iraq. Previously, he served as 
President of  Chevron Neftegaz in Moscow, the General Director of  the Caspian 
Pipeline Consortium (CPC) in Russia and Kazakhstan, and Logistics Manager at 
Tengizchevroil in Kazakhstan.  

Ian has also held management roles in Europe, the United States, and Nigeria. 
He is a vice chair of  the International Oil and Gas Producers Association and 
serves on the governing bodies of  CPC and Tengizchevroil.  

Ian holds a B.A. in political theory and institutions from the University of  
Liverpool. A native of  Scotland, Ian joined Chevron in 1981. 

Adnan Z. Amin, The Director-General, 
International Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA) 
 
Adnan was elected Director General of  the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) in April 2011. In this capacity he is charged with establishing a 
sound institutional management structure and clear strategic vision for the 
implementation of  the agency's mandate to promote the adoption and use of  
renewable energy worldwide.  

Adnan has also served as Head of  the UN System Chief  Executives Board for 
Coordination (CEB) Secretariat. The CEB is the highest level interagency 
coordination framework in the UN system and oversees UN coordination on 
policy, management, and field operations. In addition, he acted as the Executive 
Director of  the Secretariat of  the Secretary-general’s High Level Panel on UN 
System-wide Coherence, co-chaired by the Prime Ministers of  Mozambique, 
Norway, and Pakistan. He previously served as Director of  the New York Office 
of  United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Special Representative 
of  the UNEP Executive Director.  
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Mohamed A. Althani, former 
Minister of Economy and Trade, Qatar  
 
Mohamed Ahmed is a former minister of  economy and trade in Qatar. 

He spent over seventeen years working in the oil and gas industry, mainly with 
Qatar Petroleum, RasGas, and QatarGas. His main activities now are related to 
consulting, energy research, and the GCC political economy, regarding which 
he is a visiting fellow at the Oxford Centre for Islamic studies.  

He is a board member of  the London Business School Global Advisory Board 
and a visiting board member of  the Fuqua School of  Business at Duke 
University. He holds a B.A.A. in industrial management and supervision from 
Central Michigan University, a Global MBA from Duke University, and has 
completed the senior executive programme at the London Business School. 
Sheikh Mohamed has authored two books, The Arab Spring and The Gulf  States: 
Time to Embrace Change, and Jassim, the Leader and Founder of  Qatar.  

Tatiana Mitrova, Center on Global 
Energy Policy, Columbia University 
 
Tatiana is a research scholar at the Center on Global Energy Policy. She has 
twenty years of  experience in the Russian and global energy markets, including 
in production, transportation, demand, energy policy, pricing, and market 
restructuring. She formerly served as Head of  the Oil and Gas Department at 
the� Energy Research Institute of  the Russian Academy of  Sciences� (ERI 
RAS). From 2011-2012 she was Head of  Global Energy at the 
SKOLOKOVO Energy Centre, responsible for analysis of  the global energy 
market and the Russian Federation's energy export and import policy. From 
2006-2011 she was Head of  the Center for International Energy Markets 
Studies at ERI RAS.  

Dr. Mitrova is a graduate of  Moscow State University’s Economics 
Department. She is a visiting professor at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de 
Paris (Sciences Po). She has authored more than 120 publications in scientific 
and business journals and four books. 
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Norbert Schwieters, Partner, 
Global EU&M and CIPS, PwC  
�
Norbert has led PwC's Global Consumer and Industrial Products and 
Services group since 2012 and is the Global Energy, Utilities, and Mining 
Leader for PwC's worldwide operations. He also is the leader of  the Energy 
industry team in Germany. He has more than 27 years of  experience with 
PwC, half  of  that time focused solely on the power and utilities industry. 
Norbert has worked for a variety of  clients in the sector and has been 
involved in providing professional services relating to general industry and 
operational issues.  

Norbert’s experience includes serving as the Global Relationship Partner 
for RWE AG, Essen, and E.ON SE, Düsseldorf. He is the PwC 
representative for the World Energy Council, the Energy Council of  
Wirtschaftsrat Deutschland, and the Deutsches Nationales Komitee des 
Weltenergierates (DNK).  

In addition to his work with PwC, Norbert is holding a seminar on financial 
accounting in the masters course for economics at the Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum, Germany.  

Norbert holds a degree in economics and received a doctorate in 
economics in 1989. He is qualified as a German Tax Advisor and as a 
German Certified Public Accountant. Norbert is married, has two children, 
and is based in Dusseldorf/Germany.  
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John Roberts, Energy Security 
Specialist, METhinks  
�
John is a senior fellow at Atlantic Council's Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center 
and Global Energy Center. He is also a senior partner with Methinks Ltd, 
a consultancy specializing in the interrelationship between energy, 
economic development, and politics. He has a particular expertise in the 
development of  energy in the Caucasus and Central Asia and in the 
pipelines connecting or intended to connect the Caspian to China, Russia, 
India, and Europe.  

Roberts is one of  Europe's leading energy security specialists. He served 
as managing editor at Platts for twelve years and previously with Financial 
Times Energy, focusing on the development of  energy and on the impact 
of  energy on development. In assessing global energy security issues, he 
has regularly toured the Gulf  and the Caspian, as well as visited the 
Alaskan North Slope, the Athabasca Tar Sands, China, Norway, and 
Venezuela. He has also testified to UK parliamentary committees on 
Turkish, Russian, Caspian, and Mideast energy security issues. He is 
currently researching shale gas development in China and hydrocarbons 
development in the Eastern Mediterranean and Northern Iraq. 

His books include� Caspian Pipelines� (1996),� Visions & Mirages: The 
Middle East in a New Era� (1995), and� Beyrouth: L'Été '82 (Beirut, 
Summer of  '82)� (1983). His latest book,� Pipeline Politics: The Caspian 
and Global Energy Security, was published in 2014 by the Royal Institute 
of  International Affairs in the United Kingdom and by the Brookings 
Institution in the United States. 
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Mircea Geoana, former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Romania,  
 
Mircea is a Senator, President of  the Social Romanian Party, and a 
proeminent political figure in Romania.  

He served as the President of  the Romanian Senate between December 
2008 and November 2011 and President of  the Social Democratic 
Party, from 2005 to 2010. Between 2006 and 2009 he was also Vice-
president of  the European Socialist Party.  

Between 2012 and 2014, he served as Chairman of  the Joint 
Committee of  the Romanian Senate and Chamber of  Deputies 
regarding Romania’s Accession to the Schengen Area, and as High 
Representative of  the Romanian Government for Strategic Economic 
Projects and Public Diplomacy.  

He is the founding member and President of  the Aspen Institute 
Romania and member of  the board of  Aspen Institute US, Aspen Italia 
and Aspen Germany. He is also Chairman and founding member of  
the National Development Committee public policy think-  tank and 
Chairman and founding member of  the "Romania Noastra"(Our 
Romania) civic platform.  

Previous to his political career, He had a successful diplomatic activity. 
Appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of  Romania 
to the United States of  America at age 37, in February 1996, he was the 
youngest ambassador in the Romanian diplomatic corps. From 2000 to 
2004, Mircea Geoana served as Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  
Romania. He also served as OSCE Chairman- in- Office in 2001 and 
during 2005 he was the personal representative of  OSCE Chairman in 
office for Georgia.  

He also serves as Honorary Chairman of  the George C. Marshall 
Association – Romania. 
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David Merkel, Managing Director, 
Summit International Advisors (former 
Director, US National Security Council 
in the White House) 
 
David holds degrees in Economics and International Relations and is a 
member of  the Council on Foreign Relations, the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (London) and the Swedish Institute of  International Affairs. 
He is also a Senior Fellow at Johns Hopkins Center for Transatlantic Relations, 
at the Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy and a Visiting Faculty Member in the 
Geopolitics of  Energy.  

David has served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of  State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs at the U.S. Department of  State, Director for European and 
Eurasian Affairs at the National Security Council in the White House, Director 
for South and Central Asian Affairs at the National Security Council, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs at the U.S. Treasury Department; 
International Counselor to the Chairman of  the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and Senior Professional Staff  on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

He is currently a member of  the Board of  Trustees of  Nazarbayev University 
in Astana, the Josef  Korbel School of  International Studies Social Science 
Foundation at Denver American University School of  International Studies 
Dean’s Council.  
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Julian Popov, former Minister of 
Environment, Bulgaria, and senior 
fellow, European Climate 
Foundation, Brussels 
 
Julian leads the South East Europe Grid Initiative which catalyses high 
level energy policy cooperation among countries in wider South East 
Europe, including Turkey and the Western Balkans. He is the founding 
CEO and a current board member of  the New Bulgarian University, 
former Chairman and current board member of  the Bulgarian School of  
Politics, co-founder of  the Tunisian School of  Politics, and a board 
member of  the Balkan Forum.  

Julian is member of  the Advisory Board of  GridTech, a member of  the 
Advisory Board of  the BETTER Project, a founding member of  the 
Governing Board of  Sofia Platform, a member of  the Steering Committee 
of  Grantmakers East Forum, and Honorary Treasurer and Director of  the 
UK charity Friends of  Bulgaria. He is the author of  two books and writes 
regularly on current affairs and energy policy. 

Tolga Bilgin, CEO, Bilgin Energy 
 
Ü. Tolga is the President of  Wind Power and Hydropower Plants 
Businessmen’s Association, RESS AD, since 2006. He is also Vice President 
of  Bilgin Energy since 2000. He played a major role developing, financing 
and executing the wind and hydro power plant projects in Bilgin Energy. He 
has been serving as CEO of  the holding company since 2014. He received 
his B.A. from Bilkent University in 1997. 

Bilgin Energy is one of  the pioneer and the largest company in the renewable 
energy sector with an installed capacity of  900 MW. It is the first private 
investor of  Wind Energy Power Plant and also the first owner and trader of  
carbon emission certificate in Turkey. 
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Chris Cook, former Director at the 
International Petroleum Exchange 
 
Following an early career in the UK Department of  Trade & Industry, 
Chris was a market regulator at the Association of  Futures Brokers & 
Dealers, and then at the International Petroleum Exchange (latterly as a 
Director). At the IPE, he developed successful new trading mechanisms 
such as Exchange of  Futures for Swaps; Volatility Trades; and Settlement 
Trades. Between 1998-2000, he founded and developed NewClear, a 
generic transaction confirmation concept, still widely used in global 
markets. Chris now works mainly in Scotland, with Nordic Enterprise 
Trust, to develop new partnership-based enterprise models, and related 
financial products and services. His work at ISRS is focused on a new 
generation of  networked markets – which will, in Chris's view, necessarily 
be dis-intermediated, open, decentralised and, therefore, resilient. 

Mahmood Khaghani, former 
Director-General, National Iranian 
Oil Company 
Mahmood, now retired, had more than 33 years of  service in senior 
international positions in Iran's petroleum industry. He held the position of  
the Director for Energy, Minerals and Environment at the Secretariat of  
the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) during 1996-2000. He is a 
graduate in energy engineering at Britain's Surrey University and is a 
Petroleum- development Strategy advisor (International). Mr Khaghani has 
participated and presented papers in many international conferences and 
seminars.  
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Laura El-Katiri, Senior Fellow, 
OCP Policy Center, Morocco 
 
Laura is an Abu Dhabi-based consultant specialised in energy policy in the 
Middle East and North Africa, with particular focus on the Gulf  
economies. She has published widely on the politics and economics of  oil 
and development, regional natural gas markets and sustainable energy 
development paths, including demand-side management, energy pricing 
and subsidy reform, renewable energy, climate change and environmental 
policies in the MENA region. Her work include publications for the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the German Marshall 
Fund of  the United States (GMFUS), Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Berlin, and 
the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED). Laura 
formerly worked as Research Fellow at the Oil and the Middle East 
Programme, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, and taught Middle East 
economic and financial development at the Department of  Financial and 
Management Studies at the School of  Oriental African Studies (SOAS), 
University of  London. 

Richard Mallinson, Energy 
Aspects 
 
Richard leads analysis of  geopolitics, international affairs and energy 
policy. The Middle East and North Africa region is his primary focus. 
Richard is a senior policy professional with more than six years experience 
working with central government functions in both the UK and 
Australasia. He has a deep understanding and track record of  impact in all 
aspects of  policy-making. He has written articles for a range of  
publications including MEES and the Oxford Energy Forum and regularly 
comments on geopolitical events affecting the energy markets. Richard 
holds a BA in Politics and International Studies from the University of  
Warwick and is a member of  the Royal Institute of  International Affairs 
(Chatham House) 
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Sanford Henry, Special Project, 
Global Resource Partnership, UK 
Sanford is Founder and Managing Director of  Asset Solutions. He advises 
corporate clients and family offices on strategic investments, transatlantic 
trade, asset based lending, acquisitions, due diligence and fund management.  
He is a partner of  Global Resources Partnership, Strategic Thinker, 
Bosphorus Group, Senior Advisor to Dr.Schwarz-Schilling & Partners and 
MEC Consult (Middle East). He is member of  The Pilgrims, Fellow at 
British American Business, member of  the Conservative & Republican 
parties and American Citizens Abroad. 

He has worked in over forty countries for international companies in senior 
positions: Edmond de Rothschild, Russia Partners (Siguler Guff), Polish 
Privatization Fund (Lazard), Polish and Hungarian-American Enterprise 
Funds (U.S. Government), Lazard Medical Ventures(Lazard), U.S. Leasing 
International, Inc (Vice President: Europe, Africa, Middle East & Asia), 
Holiday Inn, Groupe L’Express, Ford Motor Company and a journalist: 
WGBH & WHLS. He has been a member of  Financial Conduct Authority, 
Securities Institute and Board Director of  over twenty companies. 

Sanford has worked in politics and media in the US and internationally. He is 
a citizen of  both the U.S. and U.K. He completed university undergraduate 
and graduate studies, including a master’s thesis on German politics in the 
U.S. (Michigan State/Michigan) with graduate study in Switzerland 
(Lausanne), Germany (Cologne) and Great Britain (London). 

As was a Visiting Fellow at the Royal Institute of  International Affairs 
researching transatlantic trade, has mentored and lectured at Regent’s 
University and is now writing a book: Only Trade Works:” A History of  
Transatlantic Trade”  
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•  Ahmet Erdem, Country 
Chairman, Shell 

•  Ahmet Eren, Chairman, 
Eren Holding 

•  Ahmet Kırman, CEO, 
Şişecam 

•  Ahmet Şükrü Susuz, 
Partner, Fideltus 

•  Akın Ünver, Department of 
Internatıonal Relations 
Faculty of Economics, 
Administrative and Social 
Seciences, Kadir Has 
University 

•  Ali Aissaoui, Senior 
Consultant, Apircorp-
Arabia.com 

•  Ali Arif Aktürk, General 
Manager, Genel Energy 

•  Ammar Abdulhafedh 
M.R.H. Maarafı , Kuwait 
Embassy 

•  Andrei V. Kolesnikov, 
Senior Associate and Chair, 
Carnegıe Moscow Center 

•  Andrii Sybiha, Ambassador, 
Embassy of Ukraine 

•  Angeli Hoekstra, PwC 

•  Anthony Gajadharsingh, 
Invenys Plc.  

•  Arda Yalı, General Manager, 
ELİN Yenilenebilir Enerji 
Sistemleri A.Ş. 

•  Arda Akarsu, Director, TEB 

•  Arif Yükler, Georgia Gas 

•  Arne Walther, Ambassador 
of Norway in Japan, Norway 

•  Aslan Uzun, General 
Manager, Enerya Gaz 
Dağıtım A.Ş 

•  Atilla Kılınç, Bilgi Universty 

•  Balazs Hendrich, Consul 
General of Hungary, 
Istanbul,  

•  Barbaros H. Binicioğlu, 
Political Affairs, Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia 

•  Barış Şanlı, Advisor, 
Ministry of Energy and 
Natural Resources, Turkey 

•  Barry Weir, Managing 
Director, J.P. Morgan 

•  Beglan Baimukhanov, 
Senior Advisor, Reach 
Energy Berhad 

•  Bernd Bievert, Deputy Head 
of Cabinet, European 
Commission Vice President 

•  Berris Ekinci, Director 
General of Energy 
Department, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Turkey 

List of  participants, guest and 
members 
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•  Besim Şişman, CEO, Turkish 
Petroleum 

•  Binyamin Zomer, Israel 
Country Manager, Noble 
Energy 

•  Burak Baştacı, Business 
Development Manager of 
Natural Gas, Enerjisa 

•  Burcu Günal, Director of 
Industry Analysis, Turkish 
Petroleum 

•  Burhan Özcan, General 
Manager, Botaş Boru 
Hatları ile Petrol Taşıma 
A.Ş. 

•  Can Öğütçü, Energy Charter 
Secretariat, Brussels  

•  Cathryn Clüver, Executive 
Director, Harvard Kennedy 
School 

•  Chakib Sbiti, Chief Advisor 
to Schlumberger CEO 

•  Chris Bowers, Director, 
Chevron-London 

•  Christian Cleutin, former 
Director General Energy, 
European Commission  

•  Christian Schwarck, Deputy 
Director, International 
Association of Oil & Gas 
Producers 

•  Christophe Bas, Founder 
and Ceo, The Global 
Compass 

•  Cristopher Adams, Energy 
Editor, Financial Times 

•  Cüneyt Ağca, General 
Manager, Opet 

•  Dan Blanculescu, Senior 
Advisor, Global Resources 
Partnership UK 

•  Danila Bochkarev, Brussels-
based fellow, EastWest 
Institute 

•  David Koranyi, Director, 
Eurasian Energy Future 
Initiative,  

•  Dilek Özlem, Board 
Member, TOTAL - Gas 

•  Dimash Dossanov, Chair of 
the Management Board, Kaz 
Trans Oil JSC 

•  Dimitar Bechev, Harvard 
University 

•  Dmytro Kohan, Consulate 
General of Ukraine 

•  Elif Yağlı, General Manager, 
Bereket Enerji 

•  Elina Teplinsky, Lawyer, 
Pillsbury 

•  Elliot Gerson, Executive 
Vice President, Aspen 
İnstitute 

•  Emre Ertürk, CEO, Ce Enerji 

•  Ercüment Bayegan, CEO, 
Bayegan Group 
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•  Erdem Başçı, Ambassador, 
Permanent Delegation of 
Turkey to the OECD 

•  Erhan Erdem, Business 
Development Manager, 
Gunvor Group Ltd. 

•  Erik Somelar, Counsellor , 
EU Mission in Baku 

•  Farzad Moshfeghi, CEO, 
Energy Investment Group 

•  Flavius Caba-Maria, 
President, Middle 
EastPolitical and 
Economic Institute 

•  Gal Luft, Co-Director, 
United States Energy 
Security Council 

•  Gökhan  Tezel, General 
Manager, Aygaz 

•  Grigory Kazakov, CFO, 
Akkuyu Nuclear 

•  Gülsüm Azeri, CEO, OMV 
Petrol Ofisi A.Ş. 

•  H.E Ghassan Yousuf A. 
Alzawawı, Ambassador, 
Kuwait Embassy 

•  Halil Emecen, Managing 
Director, Goldman Sachs 

•  Haluk Yalçın, Territory 
Senior Partner, PwC 
Turkey 

•  Haris Boko, Adviser, 
Energy Institute Hrvoje 
Pozar 

•  Haydar Çolakoğlu, Deputy 
Chairman, EgeGaz 

•  Hossein Iranmanesh, 
President, Institute for 
International Energy 
Studies and Research 
Institute for Energy 
Mamangement and 
Planning, University of 
Tehran 

•  Ilulian Fato, National 
Intelligence Academy 

•  İbrahim Yelmenoğlu, 
General Manager, Tüpraş 

•  İlhan Nebioğlu, Managing 
Partner, Long Capital 
Partners Limited 

•  Jack Caravelli, former 
White House National 
Security Council Director 
and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Energy, US 

•  Jacek Rostowski, 
Professor, University of 
London 

•  Jacques Robinson, CEO, 
Revelation Energy 

•  James Clad, Senior 
Adviser, Center for Naval 
Analyses 

•  Jeroen van Hoof, Central 
Cluster Leader Energy, 
Utilities & Mining EMEA, 
PwC Netherlands 
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•  Joana de Deus Pereira, 
Energy Security and 
Geopolitical Consultant , 
Brussels 

•  Joanna Pritchett, Deputy 
Political and Economic 
Section Chief, U.S. 
Consulate General 
Istanbul 

•  John R. Bass, Ambassador, 
The Embassy of United 
States of America 

•  Jonathan Clarke, 
President, Washington 
Consultancy 

•  Judith Slater, British 
Consul General  

•  Kaher Tahar, CEO, Saudi 
Crown Holding 

•  Kanat Emiroğlu, CEO, 
NaturelGaz 

•  Karani Güleç, Managing 
Director, Fina Enerji 

•  Kirill Zenin, Local Partner, 
White & Case Kazakhstan 
LLP 

•  Kıvanç Zaimler, CEO, 
Enerjisa 

•  Kıvanç Görkem 
Üçlertoprağı, General 
Menegar, TransPasifik 
Enerji 

•  Koen Minne, Honorary 
Consul of Turkmenistan in 
Belgium 

•  Kutluhan Olcay, Corporate 
Communication Manager, 
Turkish Petroleum 

•  Lord Howell of  Guildford, 
Chairman of the Board, 
WEG (Windsor Energy 
Group) 

•  Lyn Croas, CEO, Trafalgar 
Oil And Gas 

•  Maksym Vdovychenko, 
Consul, Consulate General 
of Ukraine 

•  Mansur Mete  Göknel, 
former CEO, Botaş 

•  Marta Dassu, Director, 
Aspen İnstitute 

•  Martin Thomsen, CEO, BP 
Turkey 

•  Mehmet Aktaş, CEO, Yaşar 
Holding Group 

•  Mehmet Çalıka, Chairman, 
Bosphorus Group 

•  Mehmet Betil, Member of 
the Executive Committee, 
Borusan Holding 

•  Mehmet Vehbi Bilgin, 
Chairman of the Board, 
Bilgin Energy Investment 
Holding Group 
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•  Memet Ali Kaya, Head of 
Strategy Development, 
Turkish Petroleum 

•  Mesut Özcan, President, 
Diplomatic Academy, 
Turkey 

•  Mete Gürel, Managing 
Partner, Moment Global 
Investment 

•  Mithat Rende, former 
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of OECD, 
Ministry of the Foreign 
Affairs in Turkey 

•  Mohammed Nosseir, 
Managing Director, Global 
Marketing Consultancy 

•  Murat Çolakoğlu, Partner-
Energy, Utilities and 
Mining Industry Leader, 
PwC Turkey 

•  Murat Yazıcı, Managing 
Partner, Yazıcı Law Firm 

•  Murat Özgül, CEO, Genel 
Energy 

•  Mustafa Aydın, Rector, 
Kadir Has University 

•  Mustafa Mente, Secretary 
General, Turkish 
Exporters Assembly 

•  Myungseop LEE, 
Undersecretary of 
Economy, Embassy of 
Korea 

•  Nicolas W L Maclean, 
Chief Executive, MWM 
(Asia) 

•  Niloufar Molavi, US 
Energy (& Mining) Leader, 
Market Managing Partner-
Greater, PwC Houston 

•  Nusret Cömert, Board 
Member, Borusan 
Mannesmann 

•  Obahan Obaoğlu, 
Secretary General, 
Electrical Manufacturers 
Association 

•  Okan Demirkan, Kolcuoğlu 
Demirkan Koçaklı 
Attoneys at Law 

•  Okan Safran, Senior 
Project Economist, Türkiye 
Petrolleri 

•  Oktay F. Tanrısever, 
Associate Dean, Middle 
East Technical University 
Faculty of Economic & 
Administrative Sciences 

•  Olcayto Yigit, General 
Manager, Vestas 

•  Oliver Sheehan, Heritage 
Oil 

•  Ömer Faruk Özgül, 
Chairman of the Board, 
Özgül Holding 

•  Oral Avcı, Chairman of the 
Board, Piomak 

•  Pars Kutay, Head of 
Government Relations, 
Genel Energy 

•  Patrick Regis, CEO, Rolls-
Royce 
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•  Paul Sampson, Middle 
East and Caspian 
Correspondent, Energy 
Intelligence 

•  Pavel Felgenhauer, 
Defense Analyst, Novaya 
Gazete, Russia 

•  Pierce Riemer, Director 
Generel, WPC 

•  Raphael Hadas - Lebel, 
Vice-Chairman, Institut 
Aspen France 

•  Rıdvan Aktürk, Director, 
Yetaş 

•  Richard Mallinson, 
Geopolitical Analyst, 
Energy Aspects 

•  Robert Alpen, Head of Gas 
Desk, GUNVOR 

•  Rüya Bayegan, Board 
Member, Bayegan Group 

•  Sabahattin Günceler, 
Board Member, Şişecam 

•  Seda Ertorun, 
Commodities Deputy CEO, 
AKFEL Energy  

•  Selim Kervancı, General 
Manager, HSBC 

•  Serikzhan Seitzhanov, 
President, South-Oil LLP. 

•  Shai Shabati Cohen, 
Consul General of Israel, 
Istanbul 

•  Shira Ben Tzion, Consul 
General of Israel, 
Istanbul, 

•  Simone Tagliapietra, 
Senior Researcher, FEEM, 
ENI Milan 

•  Sohbet Karbuz, Director, 
The Mediterranean 
Energy Observatory 
(OME) 

•  Stephen Jones, Partner, 
Global Resources, 
Communications Advisory 

•  Taha Özhan, MP, 
President of the Foreign 
Affairs Commission  

•  Tahir Uysal, Silso Oil 
Corporation, Board 
Member,  

•  Tamas Torma, Counsellor, 
Hungary,  

•  Tamer Turna, CEO, 
Yıldırım Energy Holding 

•  Tarkan Deniz, Istanbul 
Representative & 
International Business 
Development Director, 
Middle East Construction 

•  Tatsuo Masuda, Visiting 
Professor, Nagoya 
University of Commerce 
and Business Graduate 
School 
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•  Timur A. Kulibayev, 
Chairman, Kazenergy 

•  Traian Chebeleu, Deputy 
Secretary General, Black 
Sea Economic 
Coorporation 

•  Tufan Lokmanoglu, 
Owner, Peri Enerji 

•  Tuğba Gülen, Energy 
Consultant, Embassy of 
Korea 

•  Turhan Turhangil, General 
Manager of Middle East 
Region, Schneider Electric 

•  Ulrike Von Lonski, 
Director of 
Communications, WPC 

•  Umut Kolcuoğlu, Partner, 
Kolcuoğlu Demirkan 
Koçaklı Attoneys at Law 

•  Vanessa Raine, Business 
Director, Gilan Holding 
Azerbaijan 

•  Vasyl Bodnar, Consul - 
General, Embassy of 
Ukraine 

•  Vasile Secareş, Chairman 
of the Board, Romanian 
Banking Instıtute 

•  William Rapp, First 
Secretary, Embassy of the 
United States of America  

•  Yağız Eyüboğlu, President, 
Koç Energy Group 

•  Yaşar Arslan, President, 
GAZBİR 

•  Yunsoo Cho, Ambassador, 
Embassy of Korea 

•  Zaur Gahramanov, CEO, 
SOCAR 
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The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources is the key policy and decision-making 
body of the government on national energy matters. It was was established on 1963 on 
the basis of the authority vested by Law No. 4951. 

The purpose of the Ministry is to help define targets and policies related to energy and 
natural resources in a way that serves and guarantees the defense of our country, 
security, welfare, and strengthening of our national economy; and to ensure that energy 
and natural resources are researched, developed, generated and consumed in a way that 
is compatible with said targets and policies. 

Founded in 1995, Akfel Holding is a leading energy enterprise in Turkey and surrounding 
regional energy markets. It specialises in natural gas and power, trading and engineering 
services. By co-operating with local and international partners, Akfel satisfies customers’ 
energy needs and meets the expectations. The company prides itself on providing timely 
and cost-effective solutions. 
During the last decade, Akfel has grown to become Turkey’s largest private natural gas 
importer, importing around 6.5BCM/year from Russia and Azerbaijan. Akfel is the only 
player in Turkish gas market offering from multiple import sources and entry points 
making its gas supply consistently reliable. Akfel supplies to a variety of eligible 
customers including power plants, wholesalers, industrial end-users, local distribution 
companies which are both private and/or publicly owned. In addition to natural gas, 
Akfel has been a pioneer in Turkish cross-border power transactions and a major trader 
in the Turkish power spot market. It has participated in successful joint ventures with 
leading global energy companies. 
Akfel also offers energy infrastructure servicesincluding design, engineering, consulting, 
construction, fabrication, maintenance and operational services in Turkey and its 
neighbourhood. 
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The Akkuyu nuclear power plant (Akkuyu NPP) will be built in Turkey, at Mersin 
Province on the Mediterranean coast. An agreement on this was signed between the 
governments of Russia and Turkey in Ankara on May 12, 2010. The NPP will have four 
power units of 1200 MW each. After construction, Akkuyu NPP is expected to produce 
about 35 billion kilowatt-hours per year. Akkuyu NPP is a serial project of the NPP-2006 
nuclear power plant based on Novovoronezh NPP-2 (Russia, Voronezh Oblast). The life 
cycle of Akkuyu NPP is 60 years. 
On this site, you will find complete information about implementation of the Akkuyu NPP 
project in the Republic of Turkey.  

Established in 1961, Aygaz is the only fully integrated LPG company in Turkey, operating 
in all LPG processes, including production, procurement, storage and filling, as well as 
production and sale of LPG-operated devices. Aygaz is also the first and only public LPG 
company in Turkey and continues to provide its services in 81 cities through 3,800 
cylinder gas dealers and autogas stations. As the most preferred LPG brand in Turkey, 
Aygaz products enter more than 100 thousand homes every day, and approximately one 
million vehicles run on Aygaz Otogaz. 
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Bayegan, established as a family owned commodity trading house in 1940, currently 
operates in the petroleum and petrochemical industries. Based in Istanbul in Turkey with 
20 offices worlwide, Bayegan has foot prints in most regions of the world. Bayegan handles 
more than 3 million tons of products per year at an increasing rate. It is the only Turkish 
distributor with a global presence in the petrochemical sector, thrives as a polymers and 
chemical supplier, not only in Turkey, but also across Europe, America, the Middle East, 
the Indian subcontinent, the CIS and Africa. The company has a strong position in Turkey, 
a vibrant and growing market with strong geographical advantages and growth potential. 
Bayegan trades in a wide range of plastic, rubber, chemical and petrochemical markets and 
has customers in a diverse range of industries including: automotive, packaging, 
construction, carpet, paint, resin and adhesives, piping, footwear, etc. It works closely with 
its customers to satisfy all their needs and be their preferred strategic sourcing partner. It 
builds on years of trusted experience and strong customer relationships. The Middle East 
is a core region for Bayegan. Bayegan’s subsidiary, BGN in Dubai, trades in methanol, 
sulphur, LPG, pygas, naphtha, condensate and mid-distillates. It has term contracts with 
major suppliers for oil and gas products. It handles over 1.5M mt per year of LPG with 
customers in the Far East and the Middle East. Bayegan recently launched a polypropylene 
project in Southern Turkish coast. The state of art PDH-PP plant will produce 500K tons of 
polypropylene per year, meeting increasing demand in Turkey. 

Bilgin Energy research and develop, build and operate power generation plants using 
domestic and renewable energy resources since 1992. 309,5 MW being wind energy and 
475,4 MW being hydro energy, with a total installed capacity of 784,9 MW under 
operation, today Bilgin Energy provides 1% of the Turkish energy consumption. 
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BP’s businesses are organized to deliver the energy products and services people around 
the world need right now. Its upstream segment is responsible for our activities in oil and 
natural gas exploration, field development and production. Its downstream segment is the 
product and service-led arm of BP, focused on fuels, lubricants and petrochemicals. 

BOTAS Petroleum Pipeline Corporation is a state-owned crude oil and natural gas 
pipelines and trading company in Turkey. The company was established in 1974 as a 
subsidiary of Türkiye Petrolleri Anonim Ortaklığı (TPAO) and since 1995 has become a 
separate wholly state-owned company. Because of Turkey’s increasing need for diversified 
energy sources, since 1987 BOTAŞ has expanded its original purpose of transporting crude 
oil through pipelines to cover natural gas transportation and trade activities, therefore 
becoming a trading company. Botas vision focuses on making Turkey an energy corridor in 
the field of oil and gas creating a company respected throughout the world as well as a 
leader in the region with a diving a role in the sector by taking full advantage of national 
and international opportunities. 
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Çalık Enerji Sanayi ve Ticaret A.Ş. distributes and trades electricity. The Company offers 
services such as electricity generation, electricity plant contracting, petroleum exploration, 
petroleum trade, and refining. Headquartered at Ankara, Turkey, they offer their products 
throughout Turkey, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, Lebanon and Turkmenistan.  

Chevron is one of the world’s leading integrated energy companies. Involved in virtually 
every facet of the energy industry, including exploration, production and transport of 
crude oil and natural gas; refining, marketing and distribution of transportation fuels and 
lubricants; manufacture and sale of petrochemical products; power generation and 
geothermal energy production; renewable energy and energy efficiency solutions; and 
development of energy resources of the future, including research into advanced biofuels. 

Chevron’s roots can be traced to an 1879 oil discovery at Pico Canyon, north of Los 
Angeles, which led to the formation of the Pacific Coast Oil Co which later became 
Standard Oil Co. of California and, subsequently, Chevron. Another major branch of the 
Chevron family tree is The Texas Fuel Company, formed in Beaumont, Texas, in 1901 
which eventually, became Texaco.  

Chevron’s marketing network supports retail outlets on five continents. Furthermore, 
they invest in the development of emerging energy technologies, such as finding better 
ways to make nonfood-based biofuels, piloting advanced solar technology for our 
operations and expanding our renewable energy resources and they recognize that the 
world needs all the energy Chevron can develop, in every potential form. 
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EgeGaz, the owner and operator of the EgeGaz Aliaga LNG Terminal, was founded in 1998 as a 
member of Çolakoglu Group, one of the largest Turkish privately owned groups, which is 
active in industry (steel manufacturing), energy (gas, LNG&electricity) and financial services. 
The terminal commenced operations in December 2006. EgeGaz started its own commercial 
activity by importing LNG, in May 2009. 

In 1969, Eren Holding started its commercial activities in textile sector. Today, Eren Holding 
and its affiliates are operating in energy, paper, packaging, retail, cement and tourism sectors 
and the holding is considered as one of the largest groups of the country, thanks to its equity 
based growth strategy. 

Group’s asset size is USD 3 billion as of 2015 and the investment planned for the next 3 years 
is around USD 2.5 billion. Internal dynamism, long years of experience, management 
mentality and total quality philosophy of Eren Holding, led the company to achieve 
noteworthy success in all sectors it has entered. 

Today, Group employs 8.500 people in its 36 business enterprises, with 27 enterprises 
operating in Turkey and 9 enterprises operating abroad. 
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Exxon Mobil was founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1882 and is headquartered in Irving, 
TX. They explore, develop and distribute crude oil and natural gas. The company 
through its divisions and affiliated companies, engages in its principal business, is 
energy, involving exploration for, and production of, crude oil and natural gas, 
manufacture of petroleum products and transportation and sale of crude oil, natural gas 
and petroleum products. It manufactures and markets commodity petrochemicals, 
including olefins, aromatics, polyethylene and polypropylene plastics and a variety of 
specialty products. The company also has interests in electric power generation facilities. 
It operates business under three segments: Upstream, Downstream and Chemical in the 
U.S. and most other countries of the world.  

Genel Energy plc is an Anglo-Turkish exploration and production company with 
worldclass oil and gas assets. Genel, listed on the London Stock Exchange, owns a 
portfolio of high-quality assets with robust growth options over the short, medium and 
long-term. An excellent capital base and a high-calibre board and management team 
underpin these assets. The company, with headquarters in London and additional offices 
in Ankara and Erbil, is the largest independent oil producer and the largest holder of 
reserves in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and, through value-accretive acquisitions, is 
building a high impact exploration portfolio within the Middle East and Africa. 



37 The Bosphorus Energy Club 

Sp
on

so
rs

 
 

Founded in 2011, GRC is based in the UK with strategic partners in Paris, Beijing, 
Istanbul, Moscow, Brussels, Astana, Erbil and Tripoli. GRC is a multinational oil, gas, 
power, mining and water investment group. Together with its partners, GRC have 
acquired several production facilities around the world and are engaged in expanding its 
regional investment business. In its asset acquisitions and mergers, GRP sources 
uniquely well-placed management teams in specific niches of the natural resources sector 
and aligns interests with them through ‘skin-in-the-game’ and long-term incentives. With 
its vast knowledge of, experience and network in Central Asia/Caspian region, MENA, 
EU, China and Turkey, GRC provides high-level investment advisory services to its 
clients on strategic assets, due diligence, and risk mitigation. 

Gunvor Group Ltd., a commodity trading company, provides integrated energy trading 
products and logistics services for participants in oil and energy markets worldwide. It 
also operates in coal mines, refineries, pipelines and storage, terminals, and oil 
exploration businesses. The company engages in sourcing, transporting, storing, and 
trading crude oil, refined oil products, heavy fuel and feed stocks, middle distillates, 
gasoline, naphtha, LPG, coal and freight, natural gas and LNG, emissions and 
renewables, and biofuels. Gunvor Group Ltd. was founded in 2000 and is based in 
Nicosia, Cyprus with trading offices in Geneva, Singapore, Nassau, and Dubai. It has 
service centers, representative offices, and branches worldwide. Gunvor’s investments 
and wholly-owned assets provide greater control over commodity sourcing and 
distribution, create a foundation for diversified income streams, and give us a significant 
competitive advantage in the worldwide marketplace. 



Sp
on

so
rs

 

38 The Bosphorus Energy Club 

HSBC Bank (Turkey) A.Ş. is a wholly owned subsidiary of HSBC Bank plc. HSBC Bank 
A.S. serves Turkey with a full range of products and services, an uncompromising 
dedication to customer satisfaction, and a commitment to making HSBC, as an 
international financial institution, Turkey’s favorite bank. Having entered the Turkish 
market in 1990, the Bank established its presence on the pillars of the strength and 
prowess of the HSBC Group. It built on this foundation with a deep and broad 
understanding of the local economy and markets and through specialization in corporate 
banking and capital markets activities. It has 333 branches and 3.5 million customers in 
Turkey. HSBC Bank A.S. subsidiaries include HSBC Yatırım Menkul Değerler A.Ş., HSBC 
Portföy Yönetimi A.Ş., HSBC Ödeme Sistemleri Bilgisayar Teknolojileri Basın Yayın ve 
Müşteri Hizmetleri A.Ş., HSBC İnternet ve Telekominikasyon Hizmetleri A.Ş. With its 
expertise in the domestic market and devotion to serving that market in the forefront of 
the competition, combined with its distinct advantage in providing privileged access to 
one of the world’s largest financial networks, HSBC Bank A.S. is well-placed to set the 
pace of banking in Turkey. 

Association KAZENERGY was established on 2005 as an independent non-commercial 
union of legal entities, which is challenged to promote creation of favorable conditions 
for the dynamic and sustainable development of the fuel and energy sector of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. It unites more than 50 major players in the oil, gas and energy 
business – extracting, transporting, servicing, geophysical, uranium-producing and other 
transnational companies.  

The vision of KAZENERGY is to stimulate an efficient and sustainable energy industry in 
highly competitive and stable Kazakhstan that implements a responsible policy of 
Central Eurasian energy hub. The aim is to represent interests and protection of rights of 
the association members with state bodies; harmonization of legislative framework, 
create an information network for subsoil users, power generation and distribution 
companies, transporters and consumers of goods and services of the energy sector, 
develop and support of cooperation and entrepreneurship projects on local, regional and 
international levels and stimulate economic, social, environmental, and scientific-
research activity with the Kazakhstan community. 
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Naturelgaz Sanayi ve Ticaret Inc, which has been the first company in Turkey that 
distributes CNG through its widespread plants and infrastructure investments located 
over high-pressure lines, has been established in 2004 and it has the facility network that 
has the highest capacity, the most widespread transport and distribution fleet and the 
largest CNG storage infrastructure in Turkey. Infrastructure investments of Naturelgaz 
have been continuing and Naturelgaz CNG facility points spreading out rapidly around 
Turkey. Naturelgaz is the creator of the market for the CNG distribution market in 
Turkey and it is at the leading position. Besides, it is the only fuel company that has 
special R&D department and servicing stations for conversion of diesel and gasoline 
engine vehicles and has the authority to make changes on the vehicle license as well. 

OPET’s incorporation started upon, Fikret Öztürk’s (current Chairman of the Board of 
Directors) retirement from teaching in 1982, and his embark upon commercial life. It has 
concentrated on infrastructure since its establishment. Maintaining a great competitive 
advantage to OPET, storage capacity of the company rose to 1,115,193 m³ by 2010. 
Adding to its market share every passing day, OPET aims, and acts essentially to become 
the first preference of the consumer in the Turkish fuel distribution sector with the 
synergy and power stemming from its partnership with Koç Group. With its strong 
infrastructure, realistic vision and its confidence in the country, OPET has become the 
fastest and the most consistently growing petroleum company of the last ten years. In 
achieving its targets, OPET is committed to assuring customer satisfaction by respecting 
the environment and law and raising quality in every field such as services and products. 
OPET makes difference in the sector with its new products and services, rapidly growing 
station network, and social responsibility projects, i.e. Clean Toilet, Green Road, 
Exemplary Village and Respect for History. Currently being the 3rd biggest fuel-oil 
distribution company in Turkey, OPET has more than 1300 stations under the brand of 
OPET & SUNPET. 
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At PwC, our purpose is to build trust in society and solve important problems. We’re a 
network of firms in 157 countries with more than 220,000 people who are committed 
to delivering quality in assurance, advisory and tax services. Find out more and tell us 
what matters to you by visiting us at www.pwc.com.tr 

PwC has been providing services to the Turkish business world since 1981, with five 
offices located in four cities; İstanbul, Ankara, Bursa, and İzmir. With a a professional 
staff of 1,650, we provide services to create the value that our clients look for. 

Özgül Holding, established in 2007, by Ömer Faruk Özgül, who is an expert in Turkish 
Energy Market and one of the board members of TUREB (Turkish Wind Energy 
Association). It is one of the leading green field project development and project 
management companies in the Turkish energy market and has over 50 key employees 
in two offices (Istanbul & Ankara). Özgül Holding is acting both as an investor with its 
own energy investment portfolio and also as a project manager/solution partner to 
leading domestic and multinational corporations.  

Özgül Holding is audited annually by PwC. The amount of taxes paid in 2014 is 
estimated to be around 17 million TL (around $6.48 million). As an investor, Özgül’s 
target is to become one of the leaders in Turkey’s electricity producers. 
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For some 50 years, Rolls-Royce has been helping Naval and commercial utility customers to 
maximise plant operation and safely extend plant lifetimes. Their strength is built upon 
trusted partnerships with customers. Their extensive experience is built on safety, reliability 
and world-class engineering and manufacturing. Throughout the lifetime of a nuclear plant, 
ensuring plant safety and availability, as well as maximising output is critical for the long-
term success of utility operators. 

At Rolls-Royce, their focus is on providing utility customers with integrated, long-term 
support services across the reactor lifecycle, covering safety, licensing and environmental 
activities; component design, manufacture and supply; in-service support and plant life 
extension; as well as nuclear instrumentation, control and safety systems. And with 
extensive nuclear certified supply chain expertise, they are able to meet the growing needs of 
their customers in today's global nuclear market.  

Saudi Crown Investment SA is a recently created (2011) family Saudi Holding Investment 
company duly organized and existing under the laws of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (“Saudi 
Arabia”), having its registered office at Prince Mohammed bin Abdulaziz St.23345-9418, 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, chaired by His Royal Highness Prince Bader Ben Sultan Ben 
Abdulaziz ALSAUD. 

It has a Representation office located in Geneva Switzerland/ Commercial Registered under 
the name of “Saudi Khobra Investment SA” Registration No. CH- 660.2.013.009-4 and 
Chaired by His Royal Highness, Prince Bader Ben Sultan Ben Abdulaziz Al- Saud.  

Despite its recent creation , Saudi Crown Investment has already been active in the market 
and achieved significant projects through its successful Joint Venture with PICCINI, a large 
Italian construction Group . It is now incorporating number of Joint Venture with very large 
companies. Most of them will be live in the Kingdom in 2014. 
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Shell started its operations in Turkey in 1923. Operating in Turkey for 91 years, Shell 
Turkey contributed to the development of the energy sector by operating according to the 
high safety standards and through its innovative products. As a major player in the 
energy sector, Shell Turkey is currently active in Retail, Lubricants, Trading & Supply, 
Gas & Power Trading, Upstream, Aviation, Chemicals and Marine businesses. In 2006 
Shell established a joint venture with Turcas Petrol. Today as a successful joint venture 
Shell & Turcas offers comprehensive product and service range in Retail ( including 
Commercial Fuels, Commercial Fleet and LPG), Lubricants and Trading & Supply 
business units. Shell & Turcas is contributing to the local economy with its export 
operation from STAS Derince Lubricants and Grease Production plant to 42 countries. 
Shell &Turcas is also driving major corporate social responsibility projects about safety 
and culture. These projects include Road Safety activities and Çatalhöyük Research 
Project. 

Schneider Electric SE is a European multinational corporation that specializes in 
electricity distribution, automation management and produces installation components 
for energy management. It is headquartered in Rueil-Malmaison, France and is also 
based at the World Trade Center of Grenoble. The firm offers efficiency savings of 30 
percent to energy and infrastructure, industry, residential building automation and data-
center markets, which constitute 72 percent of global energy consumption. Schneider 
Electric operates in more than 100 companies, offering integrated solutions in building 
applications, energy and infrastructure, industry, building automation and data-center 
markets. The firm has a total of 114,000 employees and reaped 18.3 billion euros in 
revenues last year. The company has more than 1,000 employees, three production 
centers and some 200 business partners in Turkey, which it has declared in 2009 to be its 
headquarters in the Middle East and Balkan region, covering 27 countries. 
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The State Oil Company of the Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR) is involved in exploring oil 
and gas fields, producing, processing, and transporting oil, gas, and gas condensate, 
marketing petroleum and petrochemical products in domestic and international markets, 
and supplying natural gas to industry and the public in Azerbaijan. Three production 
divisions, two oil refineries and one gas processing plant, an oil tanker fleet, a deep water 
platform fabrication yard, two trusts, one institution, and 22 subdivisions are operating 
as corporate entities under SOCAR. Joint ventures (including ventures in Georgia and 
Turkey), consortia, and operating companies established with SOCAR’s participation, are 
doing business in different parts of the petroleum industry. 

Şişecam Group was founded 81 years ago to meet Turkey’s need for basic glass 
products; today, besides being one of the most powerful industrial companies of the 
country, it is a truly global player with its exports to 150 countries and operations in 13. 

Şişecam Group entered world markets for the first time in the 1960s with the motto 
“the world is our market,” expanding rapidly in the 1970s by increasing the variety of 
its operations; in the 2000s, the company headed towards new markets and began 
bringing its products to all the corners of the world from Latin America to Oceania and 
from North Europe to South Africa. 

Combining extensive experience with an ambitious vision, Şişecam has adopted 
sustainable growth strategies as a Group, and its main aims are to add value to all its 
stakeholders, shape the future with its products and services that make life easier, and 
share the wealth it creates. The brand recognition and market share of Şişecam Group 
has been consistently increasing in the global market, and its target for 2020 is to be 
among the top three companies of the world operating in its industry. 
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TÜPRAS is Turkey’s largest industrial entreprise. It operate in four oil refineries, with a 
total of 28.1 million tons annual crude oil processing capacity. In addition, a majority 
stake ( 79,98 %) in shipping company DİTAŞ and 40% share ownership of petrol retailer 
Opet, creates synergies and adds value to the operations. The roots of Tüpraş, an 
integrated petroleum company with a large market share, corporate reliability, 
production complexes and affiliates, dates back to İPRAŞ founded by the U.S. Caltex 
Company. In 1983, İPRAŞ and three other publicly owned refineries were brought under 
the Tüpraş umbrella by arrangements made for a more effective operation of State 
Economic Enterprises. The first step for operational diversification of Tüpraş was the 
purchase in 2001 of the Petkim Yarımca facilities, putting in place the readyto- operate 
infrastructure for enlargement projects that were needed by the refining operations. 

The Windsor Energy Group (WEG) addresses global energy issues and problems 
through discussion and analysis involving senior figures from the public and private 
sectors. WEG provides a framework for an exchange of views on strategic matters of 
the day, achieved through a programme of activities that includes, dinners hosted by 
ambassadors and energy companies, studies assessing developments in various parts 
of the world, diplomatic briefings. WEG also provides briefings, seminars, studies and 
consultancy advice to its subscribers and supporting organizations.  

TPAO was founded in 1954 with the responsibility of being involved in hydrocarbon 
exploration, drilling, production, refinery and marketing activities as Turkey’s national 
company. Being an important actor of the national economy, TPAO achieved many 
“firsts” of the Turkish oil industry in the past. The Company, its history reaching back 
over a half century, has given rise to seventeen major companies, including PETKİM, 
TÜPRAŞ and POAŞ to Turkey. Until 1983, as an integrated oil company, it was engaged 
in all the activity fields of oil industry from exploration to production, refinery, 
marketing and transportation. Today, TPAO is a national oil company involved in only 
upstream (exploration, drilling, well completion and production) sector. 





Notes 
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