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Dear members of selection committee: 
 
Firstly I would like to express my appreciation for the vision behind the Bosphorus Energy Club 
Young Leaders in Energy event. Since I have a very positive impression on the reputations of the 
members of the Bosphorus Energy Club, I have a strong interest in the “Young Leaders in 
Energy” organization to be held in Istanbul, on 9th of December 2015. 
 
 A brief overview of my background and current studies is as follows.  
 
After obtaining my BSc. degree from Istanbul Technical University, Faculty of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics in 2007, I carried out my postgraduate studies in University of Salford, Manchester 
– United Kingdom. I received my MSc. degree (MSc. Sustainable Development, Energy and 
Management ) in 2009 throughout which I had chance to get involved in UK based renewable 
energy development projects. Following, I carried out my PhD. research on Smart Grids, which 
paved the way for attaining my PhD. title in February, 2014.  I joined the Boğazici University 
Energy Systems Modelling Lab (ESML) research team as a post-doctoral researcher in 
September 2014, and my current research  on “ Determining the possible impacts of Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) on Turkish Energy Market” is funded by TUBITAK  (The Scientific and 
Technological Research Coucil of Turkey) under BIDEB2232 programme. Mentioned 
BIDEB2232 programme is an incentive mechanism for reversing the “brain drain” of high 
profile Turkish academics back to Turkey. Apart from the stated funded project I lead, I am 
involved in various research projects carried out for national and international bodies by ESML 
team and EPAM (Bogazici University Energy Policy Research Center). 
 
Additionally, I team up with well-known academics Prof. Gürkan Kumbaroğlu (President Elect 
at International Association for Energy Economics) and Prof. Cem Avcı (Senior EHSS 
consultant of International Financial Institutions “IFIs”) and provide high-profile consultancy on 
energy modeling and energy policy development for governmental institutions and private 
sector.  Providing assessment and feedback on NEEAP-TURKEY (National Energy Efficiency 
Action Plan – Funded by EBRD), and developing a long range electricity demand model (for a 
mainstream energy company in Turkey), and proposing an electricity price forecasting model 
(for a well-known German energy company entering Turkish market) can be listed among the 
recent projects I took a major role.  
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I define my key profile as an experienced engineer and sustainability consultant with over 5 
years of invaluable UK and international experience across academic and commercial 
environments.   
 
If I am selected for the Young Leaders in Energy event, I believe I can provide input regarding 
my area of expertise, especially on price and demand developments in Turkish energy market as 
well as the technical issues such as Electric Vehicle (EV) deployment strategies. I expect the 
event would enable a solid platform to exchange ideas, which will supply mutual benefits to all 
participants. Therefore I am looking forward to see what other young professionals are dealing 
with, especially on the topics that differ from my scope of work.   
 
From my point of view, throughout the event (and/or in the forthcoming events), handling topics 
on emerging technology trends (such as Smart Electricity Grids, and Energy Storage technology) 
would be very beneficial for young professionals like myself to revise and scrutinize our vision 
and long term strategic plans. In addition, high level discussions (especially by contributions of 
CEOs and ministers) on energy geopolitics (such as evaluation of Pipeline projects; Nuclear 
projects, and energy related opportunities in Iran after the embargo) would definitely widen the 
participants’ vision on the energy scene of Turkey. Last but not least, mentoring on funding and 
related financial mechanisms for energy projects would definitely be invaluable for young 
energy professionals, as monetary issues are among the major barriers that limit the realization of 
innovative ideas. 
 
If I am given the chance to contribute to the forthcoming events, I would establish links with 
Bogazici University Energy Policy Research Center and organize a workshop on discussing the 
national policy strategies for mitigation of energy related carbon emissions. 
 
Thank you for considering my application and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Zafer Öztürk  


