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Question: Would geopolitical confrontation or international/regional collaboration prevail in 

future cross-border energy and infrastructure projects? 

In my opinion, this question has a very clear focus upon initial reading, because it contains the 

answer that is mentioned in the first part. Therefore, I and my fellow peers who work and study 

these topics are aware that the first part is true, real and effective, but we have additionally 

worked to develop new ways to transform the first part into the second.  

Advanced technological developments have led to more effective energy policies and smart 

solutions for governments and companies around the world. As a result of these changes, people 

have become more productive and effective participants in the world both socially and culturally. 

In the 2000’s, they use more energy, and therefore they need more energy sources.  Governments 

have to encourage the development of more liberal economies, and the creation of free energy 

markets for a wide range of changing conditions to manage this transformational period in this 

era.  

Rationally, a nation should develop a smart and functional energy policy that addresses the issues 

of energy security, price levels, and recessions, impact of potential accidents, trade barriers and 

climate changes. Essentially, all of these components play important roles during the process of 

market liberalization, and are related to “Energy Vision of the Country”. This vision should put 

forth a very appropriate “International Relations Rhetoric” which is related to energy regions, 

fields, and countries. Furthermore, this vision needs to take a position on all current conditions in 

the regions. Implicitly, we recognize that there are few countries that have started such a process. 

However, many of them are still faced with geopolitical clashes and opposition at the moment, 

such as the current hot topic Leviathan gas fields in the Mediterranean Seas, between Turkey as a 

defender country of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) and Israel.  
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Moreover, emerging markets have taken an important decisive role in this question, because these 

countries are developing rapidly. They are occasionally creating pressure on the geopolitics in 

this area. Turkey, as an example of an emerging market, does not have an effective energy vision 

because of political factors, such as for example the Syrian Civil War. However, Turkey would 

like to become an energy hub in its region, and take a leading position in energy transportation 

despite the lack of any storage facilities. Notwithstanding this unacceptable dilemma, the Turkish 

government takes its positions on emerging situations in the Middle East. Given the real threat of 

civil war(s) breaking out, how can global energy companies make responsible decisions on 

infrastructure projects in these areas? We have been discussing the first part of the question until 

now, are now ready to discuss the second part.  

We continue using Turkey as an example. Power plants in Turkey have been using natural gas for 

energy production or electricity generation for many years. During the energy crisis with Russia 

in 2011, the Turkish government struggled to manage energy prices and distribution. Therefore, 

the government had to make a difficult political decision to disrupt provision of gas for industrial 

use, in order to continue distribution for residential customers. If the Turkish government had not 

been dependent on a single type of fuel, from a single source energy provider, the crisis with 

Russia may have not emerged. Thus, a weakness in Turkey’s energy management would have not 

become visible. Planning for such contingencies could be seen as the most important component 

of the energy vision, or strategy for a country. It could be seen as a Commercial Partnership 

between these countries; however this is not a Mutualism. Basically it is an Amensalistic 

relationship in which the provider country profits according to own rules, while the receiving 

country suffers from economic and political pressures by the source provider’s stresses and 

instructions with no savings. This is the exact definition of the relationship between these 

countries. It is worth asking; do you think that this relationship is a geopolitical collaboration 

closer than commercial relationships? A logical country may choose not to form an agreement 

under these types of affiliations. Therefore for the second time, I have to say that clashes and 

geopolitical advantages are still directory components in energy projects and investments.   

For this last section, I would like to emphasize that we need to prepare solutions for these 

problems before they manifest, but such work is rarely done in practice. As I mentioned before, if 

a country would like to take a strong position in the process of energy production, that country 

should diversify fuels used in power plants for strategic reasons. What should be done in this 



3 

Atilla Kılınç – Essay for Question 

process? Emerging markets have to develop better international relations with other providers in 

the region such as Iraq, Israel and Iran to make new agreements for other energy sources. For 

example, I think the “Iran Nuclear Deal” with the United States is one of the most important 

strategic agreements in the last decade. I would describe this agreement as a bilateral high 

binding “Settlement in Pais”. Since the signing of the accord, government officials in Israel have 

not been satisfied with the terms of the agreement. Therefore, developing an appropriate 

international relations strategy with soft rhetoric is a very convenient element in these types of 

agreements. While the accord can be seen as a diplomatic success between these countries, a 

strong Jewish lobby remains very influential in the Department of Foreign Affairs in the United 

States.  Furthermore, I would add that countries should be high binding on all sides of project 

contenders. This is a protective barrier for the stability of major investments. Countries have to 

put their hierarchy of norms (satisfied energy needs) in the center of their energy vision or 

strategy, and enable liberalization of the energy market, which will permit making effective 

decisions during crises with diversified energy providers, and energy types such as renewable, 

hydro, nuclear, bio fuels, cleaner or higher quality coal sources. Regular and frequent meetings 

and reviews should take place with an agenda to compare notes among contenders. These 

persistent efforts will contribute to developing warm and regular relations between contracting 

parties and countries. Thus this shall encourage more regional and international collaboration 

with official governable transactions between related parties or contenders. Bilateral verification 

and supervision will give assurance to competitors and their projects. According to some reports, 

Turkey could realize six to seven billion dollars in potential savings in energy efficiency. As a 

result of this, Turkey could save six times more with efficient natural gas power plants each year. 

In my opinion, Energy Savings projects and user experience education will take on greater 

importance in energy projects of the future. The new unit of measure will be added to the list and 

people will have to work on this variable. One final suggestion I have for this sector is the 

importance of ethnographic research and projects which can provide more insight into the 

communities in the region. This type of research is different than collecting sociological data and 

surveys. Ethnographical research takes time and provides precise answers to questions as it 

requires attention, well organized guidelines and patience.  
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